
SUPERINTENDENT’S SPECIAL EDUCATION POLICY COUNCIL 
March 11, 2026 ~ 9:00 AM 
Humboldt County Office of Education – Annex Board Room 

Voting Members Present:  Luke Biesecker, Regional (Chairperson), No Humboldt Feeder Schools 
Danielle Carmesin, Ferndale/Mattole Area  

 
Gayle Conway, Northern Humboldt Union High School District 
Karrisa Feierabend, Fortuna Area  
Julie Giannini-Previde, Northern Humboldt Feeder Schools  

 
Tom Kissinger (Vice Chairperson), Del Norte City Schools  

 
 

     
Kirsten Wright, Klamath-Trinity Joint USD (Alt) 

 
Non-Voting Members Present: Haley Jones, Humboldt -  
 
Voting Members Absent:  Michael Davies-   

Shari Lovett, Independently Reporting Charters 
Jacqueline McCullough, Klamath-Trinity Joint USD 

 
DeAnn Waldvogel, Northern Humboldt Feeder Schools 

 
Guests Present:   Marissa Ambosini Lisa Claussen  Laurie Clendenen 
    Calli Coleman  Nichole Dollarhide  
    Carol Ingram  John Leonard  Sarah Poust 
    April Quincey    Courtney Sousa 
    Inga Townsend  Cindy Vickers  Tim Warner 
    Corey Weber  Whitney Wirt  Kelley Withers 
    Paul Ziegler 
 
11.0   

Luke called the meeting to order at 9:00 and read the land acknowledgement.  Alternates were introduced.   
  
2.0  

A motion was made and seconded (Conway/Kissinger) to approve the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

3.0 S  
 None 
 
4.0  
 4.1  – January 28, 2026 

 A motion was made and seconded (MacQuarrie/Conway) to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

   
5.0  DISCUSSION/ACTION S 
 5.1   – First Read 

 2026–2027 Local Plan process.  

 
 
Haley noted several updates to the Local Plan. In Section A, Green Point will be removed, and Local Plans no 

 In Section D – Annual Budget Plan, expected 
now disclosed in the plan. 
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– 
 when needed.  She also noted a new reporting item related to Speech-

Language Pathologist (SLP) caseloads.  
 

 
 5.2 Medical Therapy Unit (MTU) Update 

 Haley provided an update regarding the Interagency Agreement.  She explained that the MTU is a statewide 

Therapy Program (MTP) or Medical Therapy Unit (MTU).  The agreement is currently nearing completion and is 
  Haley noted that an additional update will be provided at the 

next meeting. 
 
 5.3 – First Read 

 As the contract is 
, 

A motion was made and seconded (Giannini-Previde/Wright) to approve the 2026/27 AU Contract.  The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 

 5.4 Humboldt- te  
Haley reminded the  
seconded by (Carmesin/Kissinger) to approve the Charter School Policy Update.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 5.5 Community Advisory Committee Bylaws Update  

CAC membership.  

committee.  
term by an additional two years.  A motion was made and seconded (MacQuarrie/Harris) to approve the updated 
CAC Bylaws.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 

 5.6   
  5.6.1   

Haley explained 
 Due to the overlap in topics, she would 

 
 

 Haley reviewed the prior discussion and noted that no decision had been made at the January meeting. 

  
-year implementation. 

 
 Katie  TLC 

50,000 -up costs; year one will be 
 

 
 

transparency.  
support the TLC program.  

 
 

 Concerns were expressed about supporting more restrictive program settings and ensuring transparency 
in how the programs operate.  Haley noted that TLC locations are county-

  She added that discussions are ongoing with 
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  It is anticipated that  programs may open next year, 
and      

 
 

 S
 ~

are exhausted. 
 

 A motion was made and seconded (Giannini-Previde/MacQuarrie) 

 
 

 The motion did not carry: Ayes 9, Noes 10, Abstain 2, Absent 1.   
 

Item 5.6.1 (1st Motion) 
Allotted 
Votes 

Absent Abstain Ayes Noes 

Biesecker 1   1  
Carmesin 1    1 
Conway 2    2 

-Hughes) 1  1   
Feierabend 3    3 
Giannini-Previde 1   1  
Harris 1  1   
Kissinger 3   3  
Lovett (absent) 1 1    
MacQuarrie 2   2  

     1 
 1   1  

Storts 3    3 
Giannini-  1   1  

Total  1 2 9 110  
 

 
 

   
   The motion passed: Ayes 18, Noes 1, Abstain 2, Absent 1. 
 

Item 5.6.1 (2nd Motion) 
Allotted 
Votes 

Absent Abstain Yay Nay 

Biesecker 1   1  
Carmesin 1   1  
Conway 2   2  

-Hughes) 1  1   
Feierabend 3   3  
Giannini-Previde 1   1  
Harris 1  1   
Kissinger 3   3  
Lovett 1 1    
MacQuarrie 2   2  

     1 
 1   1  

Storts 3   3  
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Giannini-  1   1  
Total  1 2 118  11  

 
Sarah asked   she believed it 

.   whether or not it has been returned.   
 

5.6.2 Funding Removal or Continuation   
which is just under 15%.  Haley said CAC supported the 1.0 

Behaviorist s; however, i it would just be all 
charge back rather than the ban  
 

 Haley 
-hour rate.  Gary 

  
and can be subject to change yearly depending on the placements.  Haley and Luke agreed the situation 

 
 

 
amended  

behaviorist services would continue, pay-to-play costs would increase, and early elementary programs 
reduce RTC placements, supporting long-term success.  Note: the item was included in Item 5.6.1 and the 
8-hour . 

 
  5.6.3 Funds Reserve Balance Policy  

 Haley requested the 

expenditure adjustments will be 
considered.  not to dip into the reserves.  Note: This item was included with Item 
5.6.1 and passed. 

 
 5.7 AB 602 Removal or Continuation   

next 
base rate is set to increase 

usual 
allocation by  
 

  
 

yes/no vote on Aug  is   She added that i structure 
continues it should be reviewed again in three years. 
 

-cost 
SCIA placements.  -cost 

 50/50 split. 
Participants also highlighted equity considerations, noting that small districts and programs with higher 

students with high-cost needs, suc  Glen Paul School, preschool, and 
18–22 programs ace unique challenges.  -
costs rather than targeting any single program. 
 

propose/develop   
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  Karissa noted she could not approve 

 .  
 PC members present do not constitute a 

quorum.  Julie requested an additional meeting prior to the next PC session .  Haley 
agreed to expedite discussions and noted that decision-  
 
The motion passed: 17 Ayes, 4 Noes, 1 Absent 
 

Item 5.7 
Allotted 
Votes 

Absent Abstain Ayes Noes 

Biesecker 1    1 
Carmesin 1   1  
Conway 2    2 

-Hughes) 1   1  
Feierabend 3   3  
Giannini-Previde 1   1  
Harris 1   1  
Kissinger 3   3  
Lovett (absent) 1 1    
MacQuarrie 2   2  

    1  
 1   1  

Storts 3   3  
Giannini-  1    1 

Total  1  117  4 
  
6.0  

 6.1 t 
 Announcement: Teresa will be retiring on April 24.  

only one meeting during her twenty-year tenure. 
  beginning 2026/27. 
 

evaluation, to be sent by March 30. 
 

 
 - -Year data 

needs; Anna will send reminders.   
  
  
  
 

tend, they need 
items.   

 Policy Council Alternates::  
school year.  
voting members. 

 
  6.2 Legislative Advocacy Updates 

Haley provided an update on:  
 AB 560 – 

Superintendents establish the maximum recommended adult-to-
not made a recommendation yet.  An amendment to this was added regarding which requires  distribute 
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bargaining. 
 be launched   Haley has 

a listserv  
 

  Current plan is 
 

 
  6.3 Committee Update 
   6.3.1 Fiscal Committee  Report 

None today as they were discussed throughout the meeting. 
   6.3.2 Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Report 
    None today as they were discussed throughout the meeting.  

 
77.0  

None 
 
8.0  

 Local Allocation Plan Update (May – Vote)  
  Review and Adoption (May) 
   
 Superintendents Policy Council 2026/27 School Year Schedule (May) 
  
 – Special Meeting Scheduled (May) 

 
9.0   
 The meeting adjourned at 11:21. The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 13, 2026.  


